
Helsinki Consultation on  Jewish Continuity in the Body of MessiahJune 14-15, 2010
Jewish believers in Yeshua (Jesus) from England, Finland, France, Germany, Israel, Russia, and the United 
States met in Helsinki, Finland, on June 14-15, 2010. As scholars belonging to Catholic, Orthodox, Lutheran, 
and Messianic communities, they began a conversation on Jewish continuity in the Body of Jesus the Messiah. 
They issued the following statement:

We thank God for bringing us as Jews to the knowledge of Jesus the Messiah, and we express 
a debt of gratitude to those from the Nations who have transmitted the knowledge of 
Christ from generation to generation. While we seek to speak on behalf of those who share 
our Jewish identity and faith in Christ, we have no official mandate from our respective 
communities. In what follows we are expressing our own deeply held convictions.At this unprecedented event, we have experienced the depth of our bond, and at the 
same time we have wrestled with the diversity of our ingrained theological and cultural 
constructs. In spite of church divisions, we have come together as Jews who believe in Jesus. 
We hope that sharing the fruit of our common efforts will benefit our brothers and sisters in 
Christ. We do not aim to issue a definitive declaration, but to initiate an ongoing process of 
discussion. There are many Jewish people in the body of Christ. We believe that this reality 
reflects God’s intention that Israel and the Nations live as mutual blessings to one another. 
In fact, the Church in its essence is the communion of Jews and those from the Nations 
called to faith in Christ.
In light of this truth, we think that the life of Jews in the body of Christ has theological 
significance for that body as a whole. Their presence serves as a constant reminder to the 
body that its existence is rooted in the ongoing story of the people of Israel. This story 
resounds throughout the celebration of the liturgical life of the community. We believe 
that this story finds its center in Israel’s Messiah. We believe that Jews within the body are 
a living bond between the Church and the people of Israel. Accordingly, we would like to 
explore concrete ways in which Jewish people may live out their distinctive calling in the 
body of Christ.

Finally, we wish to express to our Jewish brothers and sisters who do not share our faith 
in Jesus the Messiah that we consider ourselves to be part of the Jewish people and are 
committed to its welfare.
Signed in a personal capacity by:

Boris Balter      Steve Cohen      Richard Harvey      Mark Kinzer      Antoine Levy      Iulia Matushanskaja       David Neuhaus      Vladimir Pikman      Jennifer Rosner      David Rudolph      Anna Shmain-Velikanova      Olivier Zalmanski



How did this conference and consultation originate?
 It all began with Antoine Levy, a French 
Jewish Catholic priest and theologian who directs a 
study center in Helsinki, Finland. Over the past several 
years Antoine has been growing in his consciousness 
of the spiritual significance of his Jewish identity. This 
led him in the summer of 2008 to bring a Finnish 
tour group to Israel to inquire into contemporary 
expressions of Jewish faith in Yeshua. They visited 
both Messianic Jewish and Hebrew Catholic groups, 
and met with key leaders. 

While in Jerusalem Antoine attended a public lecture 
I gave that focused on the published responses to 
my book, Postmissionary Messianic Judaism. The 
lecture piqued his interest, and was followed by e-mail 
correspondence, transatlantic conversations by Skype, 
and our reading of one another’s work. In the process, 
we became convinced that we should do something 
together that would enable Messianic Jews and Jews in 
churches to challenge and encourage one another as we 
were doing in our friendly and productive arguments.

We met for a day in Jerusalem in the summer of 
2009, and decided at that time to initiate the Helsinki 
Conference and Consultation on Jewish Continuity in 
the Body of Messiah.

As a Messianic Jewish leader, what motivated  
 you to be involved in this conference and 
consultation with Jewish believers in Yeshua who are part 
of Christian churches? 
One of the aims of my 2005 book, Postmissionary 
Messianic Judaism (PMJ), was to convince leaders 
of Christian churches that the rejection of 
supersessionism required a change in the way they 
treat Jews who are part of their congregations (see 
pages 308-9). In other words, I was not simply 
arguing that the churches recognize the importance 
of the Messianic Jewish movement, and enter into 
relationship with it. I was also urging Christian 
leaders to face the difficult fact that the Good News 
itself summons all Jews who heed its call to live a 
distinctively Jewish life.

As PMJ stated clearly, I do not see participation in 
Christian churches as ideal for Jewish believers in 
Yeshua. At the same time, we must honestly acknowledge 
that many—if not most—of our Messianic Jewish 
congregations are also not ideally suited to those who 

embrace the vision enunciated 
in PMJ. Furthermore, we must 
acknowledge that Jews who 
have invested years of their 
lives in a particular Church 
context will have a reasonable 
reluctance to sever the 
relationships they have built 
with love and dedication—
especially if they perceive our 
movement as presenting no 
compelling alternative.

We pondered these realities 
several years ago in our own 
congregation in Ann Arbor, 
and consequently adopted a new approach to Jewish 
people we encounter in Christian churches—whom 
we call “Church Jews.” In a Board meeting of 
Congregation Zera Avraham in January of 2007, we 
reached the following conclusion:

 We need to refocus our goal, so that our long-term 
objective is not to get Church Jews involved with 
our congregation and out of the Church world, but 
instead to draw them nearer to Torah and Jewish 
covenantal identity in any way that is possible for 
them. Of course, we would still hope that as many 
Church Jews as possible would be able to embrace 
Messianic Jewish life in its fullness, but we also 
recognize that circumstances and other personal 
obligations will often make this inadvisable.

This has been the approach we have taken locally, 
and it has borne excellent fruit. For me, the Helsinki 
conference and consultation was a way of extending 
this approach beyond our local community. Thus, our 
purpose in MJTI in co-sponsoring this conference and 
consultation was not to draw Jews out of the Christian 
churches, but instead to encourage them to live in 
ever greater covenant fidelity as Jewish followers of 
Yeshua. What that means for them in the practical 
circumstances of their lives is something only they can 
discern for themselves. 

So it appears that you see the Messianic Jewish  
 role in this initiative as primarily one of serving our 
Jewish brothers and sisters in churches?
Yes, one could state it that way. They may never 
become part of our congregations, but they need 
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the support and witness of Jewish followers of 
Yeshua who are seeking to integrate Jewish identity 
and faith in Yeshua in a communal context and not 
just as individuals or families. They also need our 
encouragement to find ways to connect with the wider 
Jewish world.

I think it is significant that the Helsinki event occurred 
at the initiative of a Jew who is part of the Christian 
world. He reached out to us—to Messianic Jews—and 
asked for our help. This means that there are Jews in 
the churches who recognize that we have something 
important to offer them. 

At the same time, I do believe that our movement 
would be strengthened if it served as the communal 
hub of a wider network of Jewish followers of Yeshua. 
At the very least, the voice of Messianic Jews would be 
heard more readily by Christian churches themselves if 
it were augmented by the united voices of our Jewish 
brothers and sisters who are in their midst. 

It is interesting that Jewish participants in the  
 consultation from the Church world were Roman 
Catholic, Russian Orthodox, and Lutheran. No Jews from 
non-liturgical Evangelical circles were present. Why was 
this particular group of people invited to participate?
Leaders in the Messianic Jewish congregational 
movement are well-accustomed to relationships 
with Jews from the Evangelical world. Most Jewish 
missionaries fit in this category. When Messianic Jewish 
congregational leaders attend an event of the Lausanne 
Consultation on Jewish Evangelism, they encounter 
such Jews on their Evangelical home turf. The two 
meetings of the Borough Park Symposium (2007 
and 2010) could reasonably be viewed as ecumenical 
gatherings of Jewish followers of Yeshua from the 
Messianic Jewish congregational world and from the 
Evangelical Christian world, held on more neutral turf. 

I have attended both meetings of the Borough Park 
Symposium, and I think it is of great importance. Jewish 
believers in Yeshua need what we might call “ecumenical 
settings” in which to build relationships and discuss 
issues of common concern. These relationships 
express both the reality of Jewish peoplehood—our 
bond as Jews which transcends our theological and 
organizational differences—and the reality of our 
common union with the Messiah through the Spirit.

Thus, there is nothing novel about gathering together 
Jewish leaders from the Messianic congregational 
movement and from the Evangelical world. In 
contrast, what Antoine was proposing when we met 

in Jerusalem in the summer of 2009 was something 
that had never taken place before: a conference 
and consultation that brought together Jews from 
the Messianic movement and from more liturgical 
historically continuous church traditions. 

Such an event would involve a challenging, complicated, 
and unprecedented encounter. It seemed best not 
to complicate matters further at this initial phase by 
adding non-liturgical Evangelical Jews to the mix. 

Now that our first encounter was successful, I think 
it would be important to welcome Evangelical Jews 
to any follow-up events that might occur, so that the 
setting is truly “ecumenical.”

Did the event itself fulfill your expectations?
 To be honest, I did not come with any 
precisely defined expectations. While I was well-
acquainted with the Jewish Catholics, I knew no 
Russian Jews who were members of the Orthodox 
Church. Antoine had told me about their situation, 
and I had read about them in Judith Kornblatt’s 
eye-opening volume, Doubly Chosen. But I had no 
personal experience with them. Therefore, I went to 
Helsinki with my mind and heart open, ready to learn 
and respond to what I discovered.

So, you might say my general hope for the event was 
that I would develop a new set of relationships with 
Jewish followers of Yeshua whose Jewish identity was 
important to them, but whose experience was radically 
different from my own. This hope was fully realized. 
I had the privilege of getting to know a set of truly 
remarkable Jews who had paid and were paying a high 
price for their Jewish identity and their faith in Yeshua. 

However, the consultation went far beyond this. In the 
midst of weighty discussion and honest argument, we 
came to acknowledge a bond that joined us together 
despite our theological and ecclesiological differences. 
And out of this bond emerged the Helsinki Statement.

From the beginning Antoine’s chief goal for the 
consultation was to draft a common statement on the 
importance of Jewish identity in the Body of Messiah. 
Frankly, I was not confident in advance that we would 
be able to reach agreement on such a statement. But, 
as it turned out, Antoine’s goal was well-conceived. We 
composed together a Statement that I am very proud of.

Why do you think the Statement is so significant?
 While the Statement is formulated in language 
that is Christian rather than Messianic, the substance 
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of the Statement conveys the core convictions of the 
Messianic Jewish movement.

If the majority of Jews in the Christian Church 
accepted this Statement and took it to heart, it would 
entail a dramatic change in their lives—especially if the 
Statement were also accepted by their Churches.

There are three assertions in the Statement that merit 
especially careful attention. First, the Statement asserts 
that “the Church in its essence is the communion 
of Jews and those from the Nations called to faith 
in Christ.” To say that in its essence the Church is a 
“communion of Jews and those from the Nations” is 
truly radical. It means that the presence of Jews in the 
Yeshua-community is not only beneficial, but absolutely 
necessary to its identity. It also implies that these Jews 
must retain their distinctive Jewish character.

Second, this implication is made explicit near the 
end of the Statement: “Accordingly, we would like 
to explore concrete ways in which Jewish people 
may live out their distinctive calling in the Body of 
Christ.” The Statement thus recognizes that Jewish 
identity is more than genetics or familial origin, 
but entails a “distinctive calling” that requires 
“concrete” expression. Admittedly, this wording 
makes no mention of covenantal fidelity expressed in 
observance of the Torah. Most of our Jewish brothers 
and sisters in Christian churches who take Jewish 
identity seriously are uncertain as to what role the 
Torah should play in giving form to that identity. As 
a Messianic Jew, it is my hope that over time they will 
find in the Torah the appropriate “concrete ways” to 
“live out their distinctive calling,” just as we have. 

Third, the Statement acknowledges the importance 
of the Jewish people as a whole: “We believe that 
Jews within the body are a living bond between the 
Church and the people of Israel.” This is central to 
the message of Postmissionary Messianic Judaism. The 
reason the presence of Jews in the Yeshua-community 
is essential to its identity is that connection to the 
Jewish people as a whole is essential to the Church’s 
identity. What is crucial for the Church is not just to 
have individual Jews in its midst, but to experience the 
living reality of Klal Yisrael.

If taken seriously by the Christian Churches and by the 
Jews in their midst, these affirmations would reshape 
Christian identity and its relationship to Judaism.

An important precursor to the Messianic Jewish  
 congregational movement was the establishment of 
Hebrew Christian churches, especially by the Presbyterians. 
How does the Helsinki Statement differ in its purpose from 
what was envisioned by these Hebrew Christians?
I would see two important differences. First, a primary 
motivation for the establishment of Hebrew Christian 
churches at the beginning of the 20th century 
was evangelistic. These settings were conceived as 
missionary bases which would facilitate acceptance of 
Jesus among Jews. In contrast, the primary motivation 
driving the Helsinki Statement is the need to preserve 
Jewish identity for Jewish believers in Yeshua, as an 
essential feature of the identity of the Church.

This reflects the basic shift in orientation for Jewish 
believers in Yeshua that I proposed in Postmissionary 
Messianic Judaism: a shift away from conceiving 
of ourselves as Christian missionaries to the Jews, 
towards conceiving of ourselves primarily as Jewish 
representatives to the Christian churches and as 
witnesses to Yeshua within the Jewish community. 

A second difference is the presence of Messianic Jews 
in the mix. A crucial feature of the Helsinki Statement 
is that it was composed and signed by Jews from 
both the Messianic congregational movement and 
the Christian churches, at an event co-sponsored by a 
Messianic Jewish institution and a Christian institution 
led by a Jew. These Jews living in the Christian world 
realize that they need us in order to fulfill their own 
calling. They are not attempting to establish self-
sufficient Hebrew Christian congregations, but instead 
to link with us so as to advance a divine purpose for 
Israel and the Church that cannot be accomplished 
apart from us. 

Are there specific plans for a follow-up event to the  
 Helsinki Conference and Consultation?
We are hoping to hold a similar event next summer 
in Europe, but the exact time and place are yet to be 
determined. 

I consider the 2010 Helsinki Conference and 
Consultation to have been a genuine breakthrough. If 
it is to fulfill its potential, we must find an appropriate 
way to carry on the conversation and the relationship 
it began. 
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Messianic Jewish Theological Institute (MJTI) seeks to be: 1) a prophetic sign of Israel’s destiny by exemplifying and advancing 
Jewish life renewed in Yeshua; 2) a Messianic Jewish school rooted in a contemporary Jewish experience of  Yeshua and a Messianic 

interpretation of Judaism; 3) a vision center for the Messianic Jewish community; 4) a dialogue center for theological encounter between 
faithful Christians and Jews; and 5) an international learning community born in the Diaspora but oriented to Israel. 


