Helsinki Consultation on Jewish Continuity in the Body of Messiah
June 14-15, 2010

Jewish believers in Yeshua (Jesus) from England, Finland, France, Germany, Israel, Russia, and
the United States met in Helsinki, Finland, on June 14-15, 2010. As scholars belonging to
Catholic, Orthodox, Lutheran, and Messianic communities, they began a conversation on
Jewish continuity in the Body of Jesus the Messiah. They issued the following statement:

We thank God for bringing us as Jews to the knowledge of Jesus the Messiah, and we
express a debt of gratitude to those from the Nations who have transmitted the knowledge
of Christ from generation to generation. While we seek to speak on behalf of those who
share our Jewish identity and faith in Christ, we have no official mandate from our
respective communities. In what follows we are expressing our own deeply held
convictions.

At this unprecedented event, we have experienced the depth of our bond, and at the same
time we have wrestled with the diversity of our ingrained theological and cultural
constructs. In spite of church divisions, we have come together as Jews who believe in
Jesus. We hope that sharing the fruit of our common efforts will benefit our brothers and
sisters in Christ. We do not aim to issue a definitive declaration, but to initiate an ongoing
process of discussion.

There are many Jewish people in the body of Christ. We believe that this reality reflects
God’s intention that Israel and the Nations live as mutual blessings to one another. In fact,
the Church in its essence is the communion of Jews and those from the Nations called to
faith in Christ.

In light of this truth, we think that the life of Jews in the body of Christ has theological
significance for that body as a whole. Their presence serves as a constant reminder to the
body that its existence is rooted in the ongoing story of the people of Israel. This story
resounds throughout the celebration of the liturgical life of the community. We believe that
this story finds its center in Israel’s Messiah. We believe that Jews within the body are a
living bond between the Church and the people of Israel. Accordingly, we would like to
explore concrete ways in which Jewish people may live out their distinctive calling in the
body of Christ.

Finally, we wish to express to our Jewish brothers and sisters who do not share our faith in
Jesus the Messiah that we consider ourselves to be part of the Jewish people and are
committed to its welfare.
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